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Who is Rev. Solomon M. Muin 

I am Rev. Solomon Manneh Muin, born and 

raised in Banjor Lower, Virginia, Montserrado 

County, Liberia, to parents born and raised in 

Banjor, Virginia. I grew up with a prophetic 

nickname, "Umbrella," which symbolizes 

protection and shelter, given to me by my late 

grandfather and known by all people of my 

community. I am the second of nine siblings 

and a father of three beautiful children. I hold 

a Bachelor in Theology, a Master in 

Peacebuilding and Conflict Transformation, 

and am a graduate candidate for a Master in 

Sustainable Development at the SIT Graduate 

Institute in Brattleboro, Vermont. My life is one 

dedicated to the social transformation of 

individuals and communities. My values are 

coexistence, equality, honesty, humility, 

inclusion, peace, tolerance, and transparency, 

with a fern belief in the Almighty God and 

social justice for all. 

I am a prelate, a peacebuilder, and a 

sustainable development practitioner seeking 

to represent my people of Electoral District 17 

in Montserrado County, Liberia, in the Liberian 

national legislature,  to enact good laws, 

provide oversight of the District, and ensure 

essential services for their social protection 
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and socio-economic empowerment, enabling 

them to reclaim and restore their dignity, and 

hope in their democracy for the common good 

of all. 

Electoral District 17 
Electoral District 17 is a microcosm of the 

demography of Liberia, comprising townships 

of young and elderly settlers and indigenous 

people of the sixteen ethnic groupings situated 

on the right bank of the St.Paul River. The 

significant townships, cities, and towns are 

Arthington, Banjor, Blamasee Town, 

Brewerville, Cheesemanburg, Clay Ashland, 

Gbarteah Town, Hotel Africa, Kpallah, Kpekor, 

Millsburg, Parker Corner, Po-River, Rick, 

Royesville, Sawegbeh, Virginia, VOA 

Community, and many more. 
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Commitment to 

Representation 
As the District is a microcosm of the unique 

demography of Liberia, with settlers and 

indigenous people of all the sixteen ethnic 

groupings of Liberia, I am committed to a 

representation that includes all the peoples — 

where a person's demographic characteristics 

do not determine their development access, 

opportunities, or quality of life. 

I am committed to a representation that 

promotes civil discourse, human dignity, and 

individual expression. 

I am committed to a representation that 

elevates critical thinking, reasoned argument, 

shared knowledge, and verifiable facts. 

I am committed to a representation that 

catalyzes collaboration among diverse 

communities working together for the common 

good of all. 

It starts by standing with the poor, listening to 

voices unheard, and recognizing potential 

where others see despair. 

It demands investing as a means, not an end, 

daring to go where markets have failed, and aid 
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has fallen short. It makes our resources work 

for us, not control us. 

It is a representation that shall thrive on moral 

imagination: the humility to see the District as 

it is and the audacity to imagine it as it could 

be. My representation shall have the ambition 

to learn at the edge, the wisdom to admit 

failure, and the courage to start again. 

It is a representation that shall require 

patience and kindness, resilience and courage: 

a hard-edged hope. It is a representation that 

shall reject complacency, breakthrough 

bureaucracy, and challenge corruption. Doing 

what's right, not what's easy. 

Team Umbrella is a radical idea of creating 

hope from the rain of poverty in a District rich 

with great potential as a trusted brand of real 

change. Changing the way the residents tackle 

poverty and building a District based on 

dignity, collaboration, and hard work. 
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Goals for Representation 
 

My goal is to ensure good representation of my 

people of District 17 by enacting good laws and 

ensuring services to enable them to realize 

their essential developmental needs and 

achieve all the social determinants that make 

a good and healthy District. In simple form, to 

make District 17 the sustainable development 

model for Liberia.  

I shall achieve this goal by holding 

development consultative meetings with 

residents upon election that shall cumulate 

into a District Development Conference to be 

hosted either at Rick Institute or Lott Carey 

Mission to discuss and adapt the development 

plan with the following Visions. I plan to link 

States where settlers return from Noth 

America, like the State of Virginia, to 

settlements like Virginia for development 

purposes. 
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Plans for Development 

Transformation 

 

a. Improving the health of the people 

through affordable and accessible 

healthcare and sanitation through:- 

1. Construction of the first equipped 

Modern Referal Hospital accessible 

to all; 

2.  Establishing an ambulance-equipped 

community emergency response 

team for 24-hour medical 

emergencies; 

3. Strengthening existing community 

health centers and building 

additional ones in every lacking 

township; 

4. Promoting health and wellness 

through establishing environmentally 

friendly parks for workouts, 

recreation, and relaxation; 

5. Establishing a home-to-street waste 

management system to ensure 

weekly garbage collection and 

disposal for a clean and healthy 

environment 
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b. Increasing the Literacy rate of the 

residents through Good and Affordable 

Education through:- 

1. Renovating and standardizing 

existing public schools to meet the 

21st century standard with reading 

rooms, laboratories, and computer 

facilities 

2. Constructing public libraries 

accessible to residents in every 

township 

3. Lobbying for local and international 

scholarships for needy students in 

the District to pursue tertiary 

education 

4. Lobbying for the construction of 

community technical colleges, 

trade, and vocational schools in the 

District to provide the technical skills 

needed to propel and sustain 

Liberia's development 

 

c. Empowerment of Youth and Women:- 

1. Lobbying for the construction of 

modern sports facilities to include 

soccer, basketball, track & field, and 

gymnasium to enable youth to 

develop and explore athletic  skills 

and talents; 

2. Programming for the rehabilitation 

and reintegration of community-
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challenged youths in society as 

responsible citizens; 

3. Promoting community youth 

mentorship and career development 

program 

4. Establishing socio-economic 

empowerment programs for women 

to include adult literacy, skill 

training, revolving business loan 

scheme, and gender mainstreaming 

in local government structures to 

ensure gender equity. 

 

d. Ensure food security through 

Agribusiness:- 

1. Establishing the District Agriculture 

Cooperative to  foster merchandise 

farming of essential cash crops by 

townships; 

2. Establishing a District Fishery 

Cooperative to engage the beautiful 

sea along the District in fishery 

activities for economic 

empowerment; 

3. Lobbying for the construction of a 

modern market and supermarkets in 

every lacking township; 

4. Establishing community-shared food 

programs for a monthly supply of 

nutritional food to needy households 
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to reduce hunger and ensure food 

security 

 

e. Roads. Infrastructures and Job 

Creation 

1. Lobby for the tarmacking and 

upgrade of all major roads 

2. Build an efficient transport service 

to move residents between 

townships with major bus stops 

3. Ensure that electricity along with 

safe drinking water reaches every 

home within the District 

4. Lobby for the renovation of 

townhalls, the Hotel Africa, the OAU 

Conference Center, and community-

damaged bridges 

5. Ensure zoning and  community layout 

to make the District eco-friendly and 

accessible 

6. Lobby foreign and local investments 

along with the central government to 

build rent affordable 

housing/estates 

7. Lobby foreign and domestic 

investments into setting up 

manufactories in the District that 

shall provide job opportunities 
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f. Culture, Tourism, and Information 

1. Promote and protect the traditional 

cultural values and activities of the 

people of the District 

2. Establish a District Tourism 

Commission to explore and promote 

the rich historical sites of the 

District, standardize our beautiful 

beaches for tourist attraction, and 

organize a once-in-the-year Festival 

to display our people's rich cultural 

heritage and costumes. 

3. Work to improve existing community 

radio stations or establish one for 

information dissemination to all 

residents of the District through 

press conferences, a quarterly 

conversation with the 

Representative on updates, and 

easily accessible offices in the 

District for people to gain 

unhindered access to the 

Representative on issues of their 

concern. 

 

g. Ensure Security, Peace, and 

Reconciliation 

1. Ensure that the security sector in the 

District works for the safety and 

protection of all people 
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2. Mobilize logistics and resources for 

the practical function of the police 

and join security assigned in the 

District to fight crimes 

3. Encourage community policing  to 

build a relationship between the 

people and law enforcers in the fight 

against crimes in the District 

 

4.  Establish a District Peace Council to 

promote genuine peace and 

reconciliation and solve potential 

conflict problems that could 

jeopardize the peace and stability of 

the District. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Liberia is the oldest independent African 

republic, founded in 1847 yet challenged with 

development and left back by countries in the 

region. If Liberia seeks to be on par with other 

developed nations, she must intentionally run 

and not walk to catch up in development. 

Development is possible when people trained 

in development with love for the country step 

up to the challenges. District 17 was once the 

pride of Liberia, where great leaders rose. This 

single motivation inspires me to stand up to the 

challenge. I desire to make District 17 the 
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development model of Liberia, from whence 

other leaders shall gain the motivation to 

replicate sustainable development in their 

Districts.  

As my representation seeks to ensure people's 

participation in the decisions that impact their 

livelihood, I pray that God blesses our heart's 

desire and moves the hearts and minds of our 

people in the direction of the transformation I 

am offering for the common good of all. It's 

time to reclaim and restore our pride. 

Please join the cause. Visit 

www.teamumbrella2023.org for more information 

 

 

 

http://www.teamumbrella2023.org/
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